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TONGS

Hand tongs are actually a pair of rakes attached to the end of two long poles (up to
twenty feet in length) which are fastened together like a pair of scissors, with the fulerum
near the lower end. A basketlike frame is attached to the back side of each rake in order
to hold the catch. Patent tons are a modification of the regular hand tons. They are used
mainly inthe Chesapeake Bay area for oysters which are in water too deep for hand tongs.

Patent tongs

Hand tongs

Note: Excerpt from Circular 109, Commercial Fishing Gear of the United States, for sale from the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C, 20402, single copy 40 cents.
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